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Restaurant Designs



Restaurant Designs

Who Can Design it?

• OSSF designs for restaurants using 

surface application must be submitted by a 

engineer

• OSSF designs for restaurants using most 

other disposal systems may be submitted 

by either an engineer or a sanitarian



Restaurant Designs

Influent Wastewater Strength

• Restaurant wastewater is considered high-

strength

• When designing an OSSF for a restaurant, 

the designer must assume that the 

wastewater strength after exiting a 

properly sized grease interceptor will be 

1,200 mg/l BOD or higher 285.32(f)(1)



Restaurant Designs

Treatment Level Required

• The treatment system must reduce the 

effluent to 140 mg/l BOD for most 

subsurface disposal systems    

285.32(f)(1)

• The treatment system must reduce the 

effluent to secondary treatment levels (20 

mg/l BOD) for surface application and 

most drip irrigation systems          

285.32(e)



Restaurant Designs
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Restaurant Design

Options



Restaurant Design Options

Package Plant

Non-Standard Design 285.32(d)



Restaurant Design Options

Build It Yourself Treatment Plant
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Final
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Non-Standard Design 285.32(d)



Restaurant Design Options

Multiple Aerobic Treatment Units
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Restaurant Designs

• All treatment systems for restaurants are 

considered non-standard treatment 

systems



Non-standard Treatment Systems
Who Can Design Them?

• Non-standard treatment systems designed to 

treat wastewater to secondary levels (20 mg/ l 

BOD) must be designed by a professional 

engineer 285.5(a)(3)(A) & Table 9

• Other non-standard treatment systems may be 

designed by a professional engineer or a 

professional sanitarian 285.5(a)(2)(A) & Table 9



Summary

• Surface application and most drip irrigation systems 

require secondary treatment (20 mg/l BOD)

• All treatment systems for restaurants are 

considered non-standard

• Secondary treatment systems which are considered 

non-standard must be designed by an engineer

• Engineers are required to design treatment systems 

for OSSF serving restaurants which have surface 

application (and most drip) systems



Upcoming Changes in OSSF 

Maintenance



Maintenance – Present vs. Future
Who will a homeowner sign a contract with?

Present Future

Registered Maintenance

Companies 

Licensed Maintenance

Providers



Maintenance – Present vs. Future
Who can do the work?

Present Future

Registered Maintenance

Providers 
working within a

Registered Maintenance

Company

*  (some providers are 

now labeled as technicians)

Registered Maintenance

Technicians
working under the supervision of a licensed 

maintenance provider

or

Licensed Maintenance

Providers



Maintenance – Present vs. Future
Who is responsible?

Present Future

Maintenance Company Licensed Maintenance 

Provider



Future Maintenance Rules

Who can sign and submit reports?

• Licensed Maintenance Provider must submits reports

• Registered Maintenance Technician cannot submit reports

• Licensed Maintenance Provider must sign reports



Future Maintenance Rules

What is in a contract?

• Time frame for responding to property owner complaints

• Frequency of maintenance visits and testing/reporting

• Name of the Licensed Maintenance Provider responsible for

fulfilling contract

• Business physical address and telephone number of 

maintenance provider

• Identify who is responsible for maintaining the disinfection unit



Future Maintenance Rules

What a DR should look for 

when receiving a contract?

• Is the provider actually licensed?

• Is the contract with a licensed maintenance provider?

• Was it submitted within the 30 days from the end 

of the previous contract

• Are the required contract provisions present?



Occupational Licensing Update



Texas Administrative Code 

Updates
• As the result of House Bill (HB) 2482  the 

following changes were made to the OSSF 

licensing program:

– Maintenance Provider (MP) registration was 

reclassified as a Maintenance Provider 

license

– Maintenance Technician (MT) registration 

was created

– Set the date of September 1, 2009 for 

Maintenance Providers to become licensed



Advanced Maintenance Provider 

Course Availability

• Developed by Texas Onsite Wastewater 

Association (TOWA)

• Projected Availability - March 2011



Exemption

• Individuals that meet the following criteria 

are exempted from taking the AMP course 

and passing the examination to receive 

the MP license:

– Held a current MP registration as of 

December 31, 2009; and

– Hold a current OSSF Installer II or Class C or 

higher Wastewater Treatment Operator 

license; or

– Have three years experience as MP or MT 

registrant



MP License Conversion 

• Current MP Licensees - 1,133

• Same expiration dates 

• No Continuing Education Unit’s (CEU’s) 

required on first renewal cycle

• 24 hours CEU’s required for second 

renewal cycle 



MT Registration Conversion 

• 172 MP Registrations converted to MT 

Registrations

• Same expiration dates

• No CEU’s required for registrations



Maintenance Companies

• Current Maintenance Companies – 420

• All Maintenance Company Registrations 

will expire July 31, 2011 regardless of the 

expiration date on the certificate

• On August 1, 2011 a MP license will be 

required to write contracts



Requirements to Obtain MT 

Registration
• Training Requirements

– Complete the basic maintenance provider 

course; 

• Regulatory Requirements

– Submit a completed application form 

– Submit appropriate application fee



Requirements to Obtain MP 

License
• Training Requirements

– Basic Maintenance Provider course

– Advanced Maintenance Provider course

• License Requirements

– OSSF Installer II or Class C or higher Wastewater 

Treatment Operator license; or

– Three years experience as MP or MT registrant

• Testing Requirements

– Pass the Maintenance Provider Examination

• Regulatory Requirements

– Submit a completed application form 

– Submit appropriate application fee



MP License Examination

• Test Categories

– Safety 8%

– Troubleshooting 48%

– Disinfection 4%

– Disposal System Maintenance 18%

– Business Practices 12%

– OSSF Rules 10%



MP Exam Availability

• Directly after initial MP courses (as 

resources allow)

• 15 TCEQ Regional Offices and the Central 

Office in Austin

• Computer Based Testing

– Instant Exam Results

– The convenience of numerous CBT exam 

sites 



Current Registrations and 

Licenses
• Apprentice – 757

• Installer I - 970

• Installer II - 2,033

• Designated Representatives - 717

• Site Evaluators - 956

• Maintenance Providers - 1,133

• Maintenance Technicians – 400

• Maintenance Companies - 420
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Questions?


